
CONTACT US
goodneighbor@uni.edu

(319) 273-7150

“Children’s exposure
to pesticides should
be limited as much

as possible” 
- American Academy of Pediatrics

ABOUT US

Good Neighbor Iowa is a
statewide public health
initiative based out of the
University of Northern Iowa’s
Center for Energy and
Environmental Education. We
promote pesticide-free lawn
care practices, celebrate
diverse landscapes, and
educate communities on safe,
sustainable alternatives. 

We work to protect children,
pets, water quality, pollinators,
and biodiversity from the
harmful effects of urban
pesticide use, creating
healthier environments for all.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
goodneighboriowa.org 
or scan the QR.

Find resources, pledge to be a Good
Neighbor, sign up 
for our newsletter, 
follow us on social 
media, and more!

GARY KELLEY



Become a Good Neighbor 
If you are already managing your lawn with
Good Neighbor practices or you are planning
to start now, pledge so that we can track
unsprayed acres across Iowa. To pledge, visit
our website.

Become a Local Champion 
Local Champions across Iowa work together
with their neighbors to end pesticide use on
lawns and in public spaces. With resources to
help you have neighborhood chats, bring
solutions to city council and school board
meetings, or spread the word with Letters to
the Editor, the Good Neighbor Iowa team is
with you each step of the way. To learn more,
visit our website.

goodneighboriowa.org

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

200+ Institutions 
Including childcare centers, churches,

schools, & other businesses pledged as
Good Neighbors

2000+ Good Neighbors
Residents have pledged to no longer use

pesticides on their lawns

12,000+ Mowed Acres
of turf has been pledged to be managed

pesticide-free

20,000+ CHILDREN PROTECTED
Reducing pesticide usage helps protect

children from harmful toxins.

230+ PARKS
Including 53 state parks pledged as Good

Neighbors

143,700 POUNDS OF PESTICIDES
kept out of Iowa’s watersheds each year

WHY WE DO IT

CHILDREN
Pesticide exposure in 
children is linked to several 
negative health outcomes, 
including various childhood 
cancers and neuro-
behavioral disorders, such as impacts on
neonatal reflexes, psychomotor and mental
development, ADHD, and autism.

PETS
Pets that are exposed to
lawn pesticides have a
significantly higher risk of
developing bladder cancer
and canine malignant
lymphoma.

POLLINATORS
Over 40% of pollinator
species are facing extinction,
and toxic pesticides are a
major reason why. These
pollinators are essential for
our ecosystems and
agriculture.

WATERWAYS
The chemicals we put on 
our lawns don't stay there. 
They wash into storm 
drains, flowing directly into 
Iowa's streams, rivers, and 
lakes, harming overall water quality and
impacting animals and plants in lakes and
streams, disrupting the ecosystem.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Good Neighbors can be found all
across Iowa!


